
 

HOW TO ADD BEADS TO THE EDGE OF YOUR QUILT 

 

Us girls we all like a bit of glitz on some of our projects; 
especially on festive projects. I must stress that I did not invent 
adding beads to the edge of quilts. I saw this at a quilt show a few 
years ago. I’ve always wanted to try this technique. I recently 
had to design/develop a project for a Christmas Surprise class 
on which I decided to add beads to one of my samples. 

The following description is meant for a quilt that has been 
layered up, sewn around the edge and pulled thru and then 
quilted. The beads are then sewn to the outer seam. I imagine you 
could do this on a bound quilt as well. 

You will need a few basic tools: a quilt, favourite needle, thread, 
beads, pins and a ruler. 
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Now let’s get started. Thread you favourite needle. I just used 
regular Gutermann thread to match the colour of the beads. And 
my beads are 4mm glass beads. You can use whatever size 
beads you wish however if your beads are smaller you will need 
more which means more sewing. Lay your ruler approx. 1” in 
from the very edge or your quilt. I inserted pins 1” apart as 
markers where I wanted to sew the beads.  

 

Because my quilt has corners I stitched the first bead on the 
corner. I inserted my needle into the edge of the quilt approx. 1” 
from the corner and popped my needle out of the corner.  
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I placed the first bead on the needle and made two stitches thru 
the bead and into the corner fabric. Making two stitches makes it 
sturdier.  

 

I worked the needle in between the layers of the quilt right up to 
the next marker and placed the next bead on my needle and made 
two stitches.   
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And that’s it. You just work your way all around your quilt edge 
in that fashion. Before you know it the job will be done. It will feel 
awkward at first but you’ll soon get the hang of it. 

 

I must stress that this is the way I approach this technique. I’m 
quite sure there are other ways of producing the same result.  
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